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the Archaeological Department ceased to exist as an independent
Department, but happily it has recently been found possible to
revive it. During the period beginning with Daya Ram Sahni's
tenure of office and ending with 1929, a considerable amount of
excavation work was done by the Department, which threw much
light on the past history of Kashmir, and a number of monuments
which had suffered heavily on account of the ravages of time and
of the vandalism and callousness of successive generations was
conserved.

The most notable achievements of the Archaeological Depart-
ment in the sphere of excavation are the operations at Avantipur,
Parihasapura, Ushkar, Pandrethan, Martand and Harwan. Kashmir
is fortunate in that it possesses a continuous history written centuries
before the Muslims set foot in the country, and containing an
accurate and chronologically correct account of mediaeval Kashmir.
The period preceding the sixth century A.D. is not described in such
great detail, and its chronology is not very accurate; but it cannot
be said that the first chapters of the Rajatarangiril, ' The River of
Kings/ as Kalhana (circa 1148 A.D.) named his history of Kashmir
(2 vols., ed. M. A. Stein, 1900), are for that reason devoid of value.

Apart from the very interesting light which the excavations
mentioned above have thrown on the contemporary arts and crafts,
it is of special importance to note that they have, in the main,
corroborated Kalhana's historical account in respect of matters in
which his history mentioned the places and events connected with
them. As an example the case of Harwan might be cited; in the
Rajataranginl there is a brief reference to Shadarhadvana, "The
Grove of Six Saints/ as a Buddhist religious settlement where
Nagarjuna, the great Buddhist scholar, is said to have lived. Shadar-
hadvana was, on phonetic grounds, identified by Sir Aurel Stein
with the modern village of Harwan, but there were no ancient